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I haven't started my PhD yet, but I 
aminterested in pursuing a PhD in ACI

15%

1st year
7%

2nd year
7%

>2nd year
57%

Already finished my PhD
14%

In which year of PhD studies are you in?

14 participants



How did you decide to pursue a PhD in ACI?

• Personal interest in the field
• Fresher and novel approach to previous background
• Improving animals’ lives, change the way technology was 

being designed for animals
• Be part of the emergence of a new field
• Potential to great contributions
• Triggers your imagination and creativity



Which are the challenges you have 
faced during your PhD?

• Hard to get published, hard to get funding, few PhD students in the field
• Lack of methodologies specific for the field  Uncertainty, adapting 

methodologies from HCI, animal studies, etc.
• Few collaborations even between people working in similar research
• Over justify the importance of your research in non-ACI venues, being 

taken seriously
• Difficult to bridge the gap between the animal experts and the 

technological people
• Animals’ inability to verbally self-report
• Learn and apply interdisciplinary techniques (e.g. positive reinforcement)
• Buy expensive equipment for physical prototypes



How did you overcome them?

• Talking with animal experts: get feedback, learn, clarify the 
needs/requirements/possibilities of both tech/animal

• Talking with supervisors
• Reading a lot
• Seeking for a broad understanding in a wide range of 

perspectives on the topic (animal behavior, etc.)
• Insisting that the way we design for humans is similar to that of 

animals
• Adapting to what you observe and learn along the way



What opportunities or experiences 
related to ACI would you highlight?

• Attending the ACI conference, meeting other PhD students, 
engaging with the ACI community in conferences

• As a new field, early career researchers have the potential to make 
groundbreaking contributions and become part of a small and 
friendly community

• Researchers in this field have a diverse background  openness 
towards research from different disciplines, general understanding 
of the potentiality of the discipline

• Significantly improve animals’ physical and mental welfare
• ACI can make you a better researcher and designer (think 

thoroughly, be creative, etc)



What would be your advice / recommendations 
for students starting a PhD in ACI?
• “Don’t be afraid to challenge the norm”
• “Create a thorough understanding of the ethical positioning of your 

work that fits with your own moral values and beliefs” “Feel 
comfortable and engaged with the topic”

• “Get in contact. Read” “Keep good relationships with people in the field, 
keep informed about research going on in ACI”

• “Think in a cross-disciplinary way”
• “Go in with zero assumptions and learn as much as you can”
• “Choose your species and do spend the time to learn about it on a 

deeper level” “Narrow your interest within the first year or two” 
“Choose a species that is accessible”



Questions for the 
panel of experts



Panel of Experts

Chair: Oskar Juhlin

Clara Mancini

Martin Kaltenbrunner

Fiona French

Heli Väätäjä



How have you balanced the interdisciplinary of ACI in 
your research in a way that is rigorous, innovative and 

experimental?

What is essential, and what is auxiliary in the 
many disciplines involved?



How would you describe what ACI as a field exactly 
entails and where its boundaries are located (if any)?

How do you see the role of the animal within this 
field and our research projects specifically?



How do you see the application of ACI in 
and beyond academia?

How do you see the field going on?



How do you move on from a PhD in ACI 
towards a career in ACI?

Currently there is a lack of post-doc positions in ACI, what is the 
future of current PhD students in the field?

How do we guarantee that all the knowledge and efforts done 
during the last years are not going to vanish? 



What ways do you think are best to bridge 
the gap between animal experts and 

technology developers?



How to chose a design method 
and how to evaluate outcomes?



How did you decide on your 
particular avenue of research?
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